CLUB SPOTLIGHT

The DeLorean Club of Montana
Text & Photos courtesy of
Gillette Vaira
It started with a road trip to pick
up a DeLorean, but it turned into
car shows, cruises, and opportunities to bring others happiness.
They call themselves the DeLorean Club of Montana, and they
hail from communities spanning
nearly 500 miles. But it’s more
than stainless steel that brings
these DeLorean Motor Company
ĎFLRQDGRVWRJHWKHULWʷVDORYHRI
sharing their passion with others
throughout the Big Sky State and
beyond.

THE ONLY ONE IN TOWN
Paul and Kate Cerny
Hometown: Kalispell
Year: 1981
VIN: 2691
License Plate: 7-44186A
Mileage: 162,000
Paul Cerny drove past a Minneapolis Jeep dealership in the summer of 1987 when he laid eyes
RQ D 'H/RUHDQ IRU WKH ̌UVW WLPH 1H[W WR D
jacked-up Jeep, the DeLorean made an impression on him.

Paul (L) with 2691, Ron Fe
rguson (C)
and Danny Botkin (R) at the
2019 DOA Expo
Photo by Todd Bustillo

“I thought, ‘Wow! That was a big contrast!’”
Paul mused about the DeLorean for a month. When he decided to go back to the dealership to buy it,
it wasn’t on the lot anymore.
%XWKLVVWRU\ZLWKWKHJXOOZLQJHGEHDXW\ZDVQʷWDERXWWRHQG$ERXWVL[PRQWKVODWHUDIULHQGRIKLV
told him that he saw a DeLorean for sale at a Dodge dealership. $11,500 later, he had the keys.
“It is kind of like your dream car, but you never knew you needed it or wanted it.”
A previous owner had driven the vehicle year-round in Minnesota, where they have “salt on the roads
inches deep,” Paul said. As a result, he bought a new frame and installed it himself.
Now a resident of Kalispell, Paul believes he has the only DeLorean in town. And he has made the car
his own. He lowered it two inches and made a stainless steel spoiler for the back lid engine cover.
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generation, he continues to drive it on the weekends – but only in the summer. “This is Montana, you
know,” he said.
Paul has enjoyed being a part of the DeLorean community for decades. He has been to several DeLorean conventions, and he has all of the DeLorean World magazines going back to the original issue.

THE JOHN DELOREAN CONNECTION
Vern Ball
Hometown: Billings
Year: 1981
VIN: 1401
License Plate: TYMACHN
Mileage: 50,000
A fan of the DeLorean as a high school
student in the early 1980s, Vern Ball was
keenly focused on the successes of John
DeLorean. He followed him in the news
and found opportunities to write about
him for his class assignments. It was then
that he added owning a DeLorean to his
wish list.
More than 20 years later, Vern picked up
a copy of a Thrifty Nickel and saw an ad
for an underpriced DeLorean. He bought it
early in the day on March 19, 2005.
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“It was surreal,” he said. “I couldn’t believe I actually owned a DeLorean.”
Later that evening, John DeLorean passed away. Vern didn’t think that was a coincidence.
“He was just waiting for me to get my car and then he could rest easily,” he said.
,QVLGH9HUQʷVFDUIDQVFDQ̌QGDVHUDEULFNFHOOSKRQHWKDWSOXJVLQWRWKHFLJDUHWWHOLJKWHUʹ0\
connection wasn’t the movie,” he said. “It was more the year.”
Vern’s daughter, Stacey, fell in love with the DeLorean when her dad bought it. Vern lets her borrow it
from time to time and plans to transfer the title to her. “We have shared memories in it, and it means
something to her,” he said.
Vern not only loves sharing his car with his family, but he also enjoys sharing it with the community.
He takes it to kids’ birthday parties, and he gives nursing home residents rides. And he loves collaborating with the others in the DeLorean Club of Montana to create those special opportunities for
others.
ʹ,GUHDPHGRIKDYLQJVRPHWKLQJOLNHLWDQG,QHYHǓJXUHG,ZRXOG1RZZHʷUHVKDULQJLWDQGVKDULQJ
our dream.”
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A JOURNEY
Ryan Alter
Hometown: Missoula
Year: 1981
VIN: 04906
License Plate: AETIME
Mileage: 58,000

Time machine year: 1981
Time machine VIN: 03181
Time machine license plate: To be announced
Time machine mileage: 27,000

As the owner of four DeLoreans so far in his life, Ryan Alter has the DeLorean purchasing process
down pat.
“There’s only one way to buy a DeLorean,” he said. “Take a big bag of cash and drive down to California and hope it’s still there when you get there. That’s how I bought most of my DeLoreans.”
$OWKRXJKKHKDVEHHQ̌[DWHGRQ'H/RUHDQVVLQFHKHZDVDFKLOG5\DQʷV̌UVWGUHDPFDUZDVQʷWD'HLorean. It was the black Toyota pickup Marty McFly drove in Back to the Future.
“I always thought the time machine was out
of reach,” he said.
When owning a DeLorean became an option
IRU5\DQKHVDZRQHIRUWKȞUVWWLPHLQ/RV
Angeles – moments before he bought it.
With a manual transmission and grey inteULRU $OWHU ZDV H[FLWHG WR KDYH UHDFKHG KLV
goal. Then, he sold it so he could purchase
his second DeLorean – one with a black inWHULRUDQGKRRG̍DSWKDWKHFRXOGQʷWUHVLVW
This car, with the antenna in the window and
an automatic transmission, is now his daily
driver. He keeps it entirely original, but he
can’t help but to store a hover board and
Marty McFly jacket in the trunk for any DeLorean fan encounters.
“Every DeLorean appeals to a different audience,” he said. “It crosses generations.”
Then, Ryan pursued DeLorean No. 3. Looking back, he realizes it was a mistake. He
bought it sight unseen on eBay as the
highest bidder on a late-night auction. AfWHU UHDOL]LQJ LW ZDVQʷW D JRRG ̌W KH VROG
it. Unfortunately, that DeLorean met its
demise on the side of a Florida interstate,
where it burned to the ground. The cause?
The new owner hadn’t upgraded to braidHG VWDLQOHVV VWHHO IXHO OLQHV ʴ DQG QR ̌UH
H[WLQJXLVKHUZDVLQWKHFDU
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Ryan was disappointed to hear of the fate of his third DeLorean, but he was content with his dreamy
black interior beauty. Nonetheless, he had a nagging feeling about the dream he thought he would
never achieve: the time machine.
By this time, he had connected with Vern Ball, a fellow Montanan and DeLorean owner, who had
worked on a time machine and had advice to share. After plenty of conversations and lots of dreaming, Ryan purchased his fourth DeLorean in Monterey, Calif. and got to work on building his time
machine. He says the project has become a journey, and he is still working to perfect it.

GR8 SCOT
Justin Voeller
Hometown: Billings
Year: 1983
VIN: 16930
License Plate: GR8 SCOT
Mileage: 19,000
It was the summer after his freshman year of college when Justin
9RHOOHU ̌UVW PHW 9HUQ %DOO DQG KLV
DeLorean.
Justin (R) with Back to the Future writer Bob Gale

“I freaked out,” Justin said. “Vern
gave me a ride in it, and I said, ‘One
day, I’m going to have one of these cars.’”
In 2008, after he graduated from college, Justin bought the car of his dreams from Billings DeLorean
owner, Jeff Richardson.
“It was the right color interior, right transmission, everything,” Justin said. “As I was driving it home
IRUWKȞUVWWLPHWKHUHZDVDFDUZLWKSHRSOHWDNLQJSLFWXUHVDQGLWZDVWKHQWKDW,NQHZ,ZDVLQIRU
DQH[FLWLQJDGYHQWXUHʺʷ
And an adventure he’s had. Having nailed down his parade wave, Justin trailers the car from state to
state for shows and parades. His passengers have included his 90-year-old grandma, children of the
FRPPXQLW\DQGFDQFHUVXUYLYRUV7KHFDUDFFRPSDQLHGKLPRQKLV̌UVWGDWHZLWKKLVQRZZLIHʴDQG
it was even a part of their grand entrance at their wedding reception.
But one of his most memorable moments was when he met Christopher Lloyd, who starred as “Doc”
in Back to the Future. Justin had heard that Christopher Lloyd was going to be in Helena, Mont.
for a movie premiere. So he jumped into his DeLorean and took off down the highway to meet the
icon. He didn’t have a ticket to get into the event, so he parked his car as close as he could to the
entrance, disassembled the visor from his car, and with a Sharpie in hand, waited for Christopher
Lloyd to walk by.
As luck would have it, dressed in Reeboks and jeans, Christopher Lloyd ran into Justin, signed the
visor, and posed for a picture with him.
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“I can still see and feel where I
was,” Justin said. “He was the
most humble guy ever.”
With his DeLorean, his GR8 SCOT
license plate echoing Doc’s famous
words, and Christopher Lloyd’s signature, Justin felt like everything
ha
had fallen into place. “It’s like all
th
three of those were meant to be.”
Justin with Christopher Llo
yd, 2009

IT CAN FLY
Patty and Bill Murphy
Hometown: Billings
Year: 1983
VIN: 6576
License Plate: BK2FUTR
Mileage: 15,000
It was 1982. Bill Murphy was in the parking
lot of a sandwich shop on Grand Avenue in
n
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time.
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“The gull-winged doors were open, and then she
closed them while she was driving it. I thought,
‘Boy, I’d like to have one of those.’”
Bill’s chance came in 1998, when he connected with a man from Glendive, Mont. who had a DeLorean for sale. When he arrived, he found two DeLoreans – a 1981 and a 1983. The owner had planned
to sell the 1981, but Bill managed to talk him into selling him the 1983. It was in pristine condition
and only had 9,900 miles. He drove it back to Billings and has had it ever since, keeping it in the same
great shape in which he found it.
“The engineering on it was such that it’s very easy to repair things and keep things maintained,” Bill
said. “Once, I had to change the dial. There’s a slot below the knob and you can push a screw driver
in there and it pops right off. If you’re a do-it-yourselfer, it’s much easier to work on than other cars
of that era.”
Fans of Back to the Future, Bill and his wife, Patty, keep a special passenger inside their ride.
“Einstein’s always in it,” Patty said of the stuffed toy that resembles Doc’s dog from Back to the Future. “When people see us driving in a parade, we often hear ‘nice dog’ instead of ‘cool car.’”
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Einstein enjoys riding in
(and on top of) the DeLorean!

Despite all of the waves and comments, their favorite
H[SHULHQFHZLWKWKH'H/RUHDQLVVHHLQJWKHKDSSLQHVVLW
brings to people.
“The car represents freedom,” Bill said. “It travels time,
DQGLWFDQ̍\,WKDVDPDJLFʴDZRQGHUPHQWʴWKDW\RXFDQ
touch in real life! It’s a very uplifting concept.”
From taking their DeLorean to school events and children’s
hospitals – to sharing it with the public at car shows and
parades – Bill and Patty enjoy using this fantastical car to
enrich others’ lives.

THE TEST DRIVE
Brock and Becky Williams
Hometown: Billings
Year: 1981
VIN: 2680
License plate: UID 0
Mileage: 34,000
Brock Williams drooled over having a
DeLorean all throughout high school,
and he decided he was going to make
it happen. In 1998, he contacted DMC
+RXVWRQGLUHFWO\DQG̍HZVRXWKWRSLFN
out his dream car.

Brock and 2680 at the Fiesta Car Show in Billings, 2008

%URFNʷVWHVWGULYHZDVWKȞUVWWLPHKHKDGDQRSSRUWXQLW\WRVLWLQD'H/RUHDQ%HIRUHWKHQKHKDG
only seen a photo of one. He said seeing 25 DeLoreans altogether at the dealership was awe-inspiring. But that wasn’t the most memorable part of his trip.
“The worst part was the test drive with Stephen Wynne,” Brock said. “I was super intimidated. I obviously had driven plenty of stick shifts, but going on a test drive with him in Houston kind of freaked
me out. He told me I just needed to get after it and not worry about it.”
$IWHUWHVWGULYLQJDFRXSOHRI'H/RUHDQV%URFNFKRVHDPDQXDOWUDQVPLVVLRQZLWKDJDV̍DSRQWKH
hood. He and his dad reveled in it during the 24-hour trip back to Billings.
Over a decade later, Brock was actively recruited into the DeLorean Club of Montana.
“We were sitting in our front yard one day and Justin and Vern pulled up in front of our house,” he
said. “They had heard I had a DeLorean and wanted to do some shows.”
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Brock looks forward to taking his wife on dates and going out to dinner in their DeLorean. He also
enjoys cruising around town, taking in car shows, giving rides to kids, and talking to people in the
community about the car.

CHILDHOOD DREAM
Nick Lambert
Hometown: Billings
Year: 1981
VIN: 4175
License Plate: NICKFLY
Mileage: 106,360
Nick Lambert had just about given up looking
ng
for a DeLorean when he checked eBay during
obreakfast on Memorial Day in 2011. A DeLorean popped up that had no bids and was
H[SLULQJLQPLQXWHV:LWKVHFRQGVOHIW
he put in his bid and ended up getting the
car!
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He called Vern Ball and Justin Voeller, and the three headed out on a road trip to St. Paul, Minn. On
WKDWH[FXUVLRQWKH'H/RUHDQ&OXERI0RQWDQDRǏFLDOO\IRUPHG$QGRQ-XQH1LFNEHFDPH
the owner of a DeLorean.
“To me, it was like a dream come true,” he said. “I had achieved one of my childhood dreams.”
But his goal wasn’t quite realized. He couldn’t get the time machine off his mind. So he took action.
He worked with Vern and key people in the DeLorean community – including individuals who had
restored the Back to the Future car with Universal Studios – to make his time machine come to life.
“It’s iconic,” he said. “People are just blown away by the fact that they’re seeing something like this
in Billings, Montana.”
But it’s not only in Billings. At a recent DeLorean car show in Spokane, Wash., Nick met a young boy
who arrived dressed as Marty McFly from Back to the Future. From the vest to the hair – this child
was in character. According to his grandma, when he got dressed that day, he didn’t even know
about the car show. His grandma told Nick that the boy was such a Back to the Future fan that he
just happened to dress like Marty on that particular day.
When he and his grandparents found out about the DeLorean car show, he was ecstatic. He sat in
Nick’s time machine, soaked up the music and movie lines playing through the speakers, and envisioned himself as Marty. And at the same time, Nick saw himself in that boy.
They travel to car shows together. They enter parades together. They work on their cars together. It’s
a camaraderie only found in a DeLorean club – and they’re proud to represent Montana. If you’re a
DeLorean owner or enthusiast in Montana, these folks want to meet you! Contact the DeLorean Club
of Montana on Facebook @deloreanmt for more information or to get involved.
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